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By Undoing Big Tobacco, We Have the 
Power to Upend Cancer

Presented by 
Bob Gordon, MPH



Health Consequences attributable 
to tobacco use (Surgeon General Report 2016)
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40% of all cancers 
are attributable to tobacco use (CDC 2016)
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Seven Million
Tobacco-related deaths a year
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In the United States…

Tobacco causes more deaths than: 

Suicides, homicides, alcohol,

auto accidents, drug use, HIV

COMBINED (CDC)



Traditional tobacco products
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Newer tobacco products
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Big Tobacco has toyed with us
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Ending the sale of flavored and menthol 
tobacco products is an issue 
of social justice



Examples of Local 
Tobacco Control 

Policy
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 Retail environment: single cigarette sales, vending machines, self-service displays, 
pharmacies, licensing, density, tobacco 21, flavors/menthol, e-cigarette sales

 Protection from secondhand smoke: restaurants, bars, workplaces, 
playgrounds, transit stops, entryways, taxis, bingo, public housing, parks

Policies at San Francisco Board of Supervisors 1988-present:



17



18



19



20



21



22



23



24



Regulating / Implementing
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Tobacco / Nicotine
Use / addiction:  
Does not
take place
in a vacuum

-Poverty: Low education, Low opportunity

-Alcohol and Other Drugs : meth; opiates

-Chronic disease: 
Diabetes, Obesity, Hypertension, Asthma, HIV

-Mental health
-Violence and safety: Rape and bullying

-Racism
-Concern over legal status
-Environmental issues: air, water, noise, food deserts
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Good-bye to Big Tobacco; 
Good-bye to many cancers!
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