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Session 10: Islamic Bioethics- A Review
Summary

@aasim_padela

Focus Question:
What is Islamic Bioethics?

o Defn: a discourse that uses the Islamic tradition to address moral questions 
and ethical issues arising out of the biomedical sciences and allied health 
practice.  

“Islamic
Authority”Medical Field

Scientists
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Disconnected yet interdependent

 Jurists rely on physicians for medical knowledge
 Physicians concede domain of Islam to jurists (sometimes)
 The ethical constructs dominating Islamic bioethics discourse are 

constructions 
 Biomedical imaginary
 Social reality 

 A multidiscipl inary model for understanding contexts and offer ethical 
guidance is needed [Session 10]
 Jurists 

 Deliver scriptural evidence for ḍarūra
 Transmit ethico-legal understandings of the construct

 Biomedical scientists
 Clinicians speak to the aspects of the case & practice conventions (the biomedical)
 Researchers/Statisticians provide relevant epidemiological and statistical data that speaks to 

life-threat, risk of disability/harm, etc

 Bring in social, political and others to fill out the context 

Who Is Islamic Bioethics For? Consumers
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Problems of Conceptualization
-Quran & Sunnah

-Islamicate
-Muslim

-Not contrary to Q&S
-Moral intuition

-Law
-Virtues & Morals

-Professional 
Standards

-Health
-Medical
-Societal
-Political

-Field of inquiry?
-Discipline?

-Methodology?

Islamic Bioethics = 
• Islamic Ethics as applied to specific bioethical 

issues ? [e.g. Islamic law of paternity]
• A bioethics developed from specific Islamic 

moral frameworks? [e.g. adab of the physician]

o Reductionist
• “Islamic ” ethics  Islamic law 

• Methods of deliberation ~ Uṣul al-fiqhmaṣlaḥa & ḍarūra
• Bioethics ~ Legislation

• Domain of concern = Muslims in majority countries +/- diaspora

o Leads to Gaps in Expertise at the Table 
• Privileging of Doctors & Jurists

o Leads to Shortcomings in Outputs
• Fatwas ~ source of Islamic morality

Problems of Conceptualization
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A Fuller Conceptualization of the Islamic

o An Islamic Bioethics: 
• “Linked” to scriptural sources & bearers of tradition with following 

components
• Theological (uṣūlī/kalāmī) Concepts = Production/End-goal
• Fiqh = Moral Status of Action
• Adab Literature  = Agent-focused

Furnish ethical guidance to Muslim patients, providers & their advisors
Serve societal needs and governance (e.g. pluralism & policy-making) 
Insert into academic discourses (e.g. UNESCO, medical centers)

Moral 
assessment 
of bioethical 

issue

Implications 
& 

Ramifications

Biomedical 
Science & 
Practice

Nature & 
Essence of 

object acted 
upon

Harms & 
Benefits

Legitimate

Religious 
ontologies, 
values & 
meanings

al-ḥukm ‘ala shay far’ ‘an taṣawwurihi
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Models of Engagement & Implications

o Visitor
• Bioethics is addressed by religious 

authorities
• Nature (multidisciplinary, multi-

tier) and goals (plural vision) not 
addressed

• Reactive to biomedicine

o Native
• Juridical and Theological concerns 

cover biomedicine (fiqh of purity)
• Methods of conventional Islamic 

ethico-legal deliberation 
untouched

• Responsive to Muslim needs

Islamic

Bioethics

o Second-generation
• What is an Islamic vision for healthcare structuring?
• How is science inform moral constructs? 
• What does Islam offer for a pluralistic, diverse, societal discourse on 

bioethics? 

Social
Sciences

Biomedical 
Sciences

Contemporary
Philosophy &

Ethics
Health
Policy

Practical & Pietistic
Ethics

(Adab &
Akhlaq)

Theology
(usul al fiqh 

& kalam)

Islamic
Law 

(fiqh, ahkam)

Clinical
Practice

Islamic
Bioethics

Data Inputs &
Dialogic Partners

Moral Machinery
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Design religiously-tailored, evidence-based
educational programs that empower Muslim 
community members to make informed, ethical 
decisions and enhance community health 

Develop policy recommendations that incorporate 
Islamic values and meet Muslim patient & clinician 
needs to promote healthcare equity

Curate, cultivate, and train a generation of Muslim 
clinicians, chaplains, religious and healthcare 
leaders to instill hikmah in healthcare

Visionary Research & Training  Impactful Outcomes 

@aasim.padela

@Initiative4IM
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@initiative4im

Our Asks:
-Keep us in your duas

-Spread the word of this course
-Connect with us on website, listserv, social 

media
-Invest in our work as sadaqa jariyah


