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Session 1: Introduction to Islamic Bioethics
Closing Summary

Self-Reflection Questions

o What is Islamic bioethics (and 
what is it not)?

o Who are the main actors, i.e.
producers and consumers, of 
Islamic bioethics discourse?

o What is “Islamic” about Islamic 
bioethics?

o What are the main goals of 
Islamic bioethics?

Focus Questions

Focus questions relate to discrete knowledge found in the readings and lectures 

Self-reflection questions are about the field and how it may relate to your 
practice
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What is Islamic Bioethics?

o Defn: a discourse that uses the Islamic tradition to address moral questions 
and ethical issues arising out of the biomedical sciences and allied health 
practice.  

“Islamic
Authority”Medical Field

Scientists

What is “Islamic” about Islamic Bioethics?

o Islamic Bioethics: 
• Tied to scriptural sources & bearers of tradition 

(revelation and interpreters of revelation) 

• Ideally draws from several sources of Islamic morality
• Theology/Philosophy - Usuli/Kalami Concepts = Production/End-goal

• ~Maqasid (future session) 
• Legal Ethics - Fiqhi Literature = Moral Status of Action
• Practical Ethics; Character & Virtue Ethics - Adabi & Akhlaq & Sufi Literature  = 

Agent-focused
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What is it not

o Muslim Bioethics:
• The sociological study of how Muslims respond to ethical 

challenges with ‘Islam’ as one input

o Applied Islamic Bioethics Research:
• Bridges Islamic & Muslim bioethics methodologically
• Examines the ways in which material of Islamic bioethics is understood 

and applied by consumers
• Examines the translation of biomedical concepts into the edifice of 

Islamic law

Insights into the Materials & Discursive 
Connections

o Padela, AI. An Introduction to Islamic Bioethics: Its 
Producers and Consumers in Medicine and 
Shariah: A Dialogue in Islamic Bioethics. UND 
Press 2021.

o Padela, AI. The Actors and Materials of Islamic 
Bioethics. Interfaces and Discourses: A 
Multidisciplinary Conference on Islamic Theology, 
Law and Biomedicine. 2016

o Hameed, A. Medical Ethics in Islam. Studies in 
History of Medicine. 1981.

o Padela, Aasim I. Islamic bioethics: between sacred 
law, lived experiences, and state authority. 
Theoretical medicine and bioethics 34, no. 2 
(2013): 65-80.
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Who are the main stakeholders: Consumers?

Who are the main actors: Producers?
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Current State of the Field
o Producers:

• Many different disciplines engage with different goals and expertise
“Silo” problem with little cross-talk

o Conceptual issues:
• What defines the “Islamic”?
• What is scope of “Bioethics” and who are bioethics experts?

o Methodological Issues:
• What are the source-materials of the field? 
• What are the methods used to research/develop such materials?

o Practical Issues:
• Scattered writings of limited insight
• Crises of authority regarding Islamic bioethics expertise (chaplain, imam, mufti, 

physician, academic, sociologist)  

Our journey will facilitate

o Gain insights into discourse of Islamic bioethics
 Become informed consumers of Islamic bioethics literature

o Become literate in the concepts of Islamic morality & 
ethics
 Recognize the fractured state of Islamic engagement with 
contemporary bioethics

o Gain knowledge about Islamic juridical rulings related to 
bioethical issues
 Become learned practitioners formed and informed by 
Islamic morality
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